
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 8 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Unit 8 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Joshua 2; 6

STORY POINT: God made the walls 
of Jericho fall down.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him. 

The Battle of 
Jericho

68 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 2

© 2018 LifeWay



2

LEADER Bible Study
The Lord brought His people into the promised land. Now they had a 
task set before them: conquer the people living in the land. Before the 
Israelites crossed the Jordan River, Joshua—in the way Moses had done 
decades before—sent scouts into the land. (See Num. 13:2-3.) The first 
city the Israelites came to was Jericho. God told Joshua that He had 
handed the city over to Israel.

The Lord’s reputation went ahead of the Israelites, creating fear in the 
people of Jericho. With the exception of one woman, the people of 
Jericho wanted nothing to do with God.

Rahab was unique among the inhabitants of Jericho. She wanted to be 
on God’s side. Hebrews 11:31 says that by faith, Rahab “welcomed the 
spies in peace.” Rahab didn’t hide the spies and help them escape from 
the city because she was especially courageous or because she had a 
strong desire to live; Rahab acted by faith. She trusted God to keep His 
promises to His people.

She wasn’t the only one. The Israelites fought the battle of Jericho by 
faith. (See Heb. 11:30.) Israel did not focus on what was going on inside 
the city of Jericho; they focused on doing what God had instructed. 
They obeyed even when it seemed nothing was happening. On the 
seventh day, the troops shouted, the trumpets sounded, and the wall 
around Jericho collapsed.

Joshua gave the people specific instructions to destroy everything in 
the city except for Rahab and her family. The Israelites were not to 
keep anything for themselves. The Lord would provide for all of their 
needs, so they had no reason to plunder Jericho. When the Israelites 
attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family were safe. They joined God’s 
people. (Josh. 6:25) By faith, we believe Jesus has defeated sin and death. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and becomes part of God’s family 
forever.
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The Battle of Jericho
Joshua 2; 6

The Israelites finally got to the promised land of Canaan (KAY 
nuhn), but there was one problem: other people were living there. 
God’s people couldn’t just walk in and set up their tents. They had to 

go to battle against the people, and they had to win.
Before God’s people went into the land, 

Joshua sent two spies into the city of 
Jericho. The spies stayed at the 

house of a woman named Rahab 
(RAY hab). Rahab lived in 

Jericho, but she had heard 
about God and wanted to 
help His people. She hid the 
spies on her roof so the king 
of Jericho could not find 
them.

When it was safe for the 
spies to leave, Rahab said, 
“Please be kind to my family 

because I have been kind to 
you. When you attack Jericho, 

please keep us safe.” So the spies 
agreed, and they left Jericho. Rahab 

tied a bright red rope in her window 
so the Israelites would know where she 

lived.
Jericho had strong walls on every side, and 

nobody could go in or out. God told Joshua how to win against the 
people of Jericho. “March around the city one time each day for six 
days,” God said. “On the seventh day, march around the city seven 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Make a model: Use 
blocks and people 
figures to set up a 
model of the city 
of Jericho and its 
surrounding walls. 
Invite volunteers 
to help “walk” the 
priests and Israelite 
army (additional 
plastic people) around 
the walls as the 
other children count 
to seven with you. 
After the seventh 
time around, knock 
the walls down. Save 
Rahab and her family. 

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the second half 
of the Bible story, 
where the priests 
march around the 
city one time for 
six days, then seven 
times on the seventh 
day. Include the 
blowing of trumpets 
and shouting. Set up 
blocks so that you 
can knock them down 
after the children 
shout. Keep block 
walls low so children 
will not be hurt by 
falling blocks.

The BIBLE Story
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The Battle of Jericho
Joshua 2; 6

The Israelites finally got to the promised land of Canaan (KAY 
nuhn), but there was one problem: other people were living there. 
God’s people couldn’t just walk in and set up their tents. They had to 

go to battle against the people, and they had to win.
Before God’s people went into the land, 

Joshua sent two spies into the city of 
Jericho. The spies stayed at the 

house of a woman named Rahab 
(RAY hab). Rahab lived in 

Jericho, but she had heard 
about God and wanted to 
help His people. She hid the 
spies on her roof so the king 
of Jericho could not find 
them.

When it was safe for the 
spies to leave, Rahab said, 
“Please be kind to my family 

because I have been kind to 
you. When you attack Jericho, 

please keep us safe.” So the spies 
agreed, and they left Jericho. Rahab 

tied a bright red rope in her window 
so the Israelites would know where she 

lived.
Jericho had strong walls on every side, and 

nobody could go in or out. God told Joshua how to win against the 
people of Jericho. “March around the city one time each day for six 
days,” God said. “On the seventh day, march around the city seven 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Make a model: Use 
blocks and people 
figures to set up a 
model of the city 
of Jericho and its 
surrounding walls. 
Invite volunteers 
to help “walk” the 
priests and Israelite 
army (additional 
plastic people) around 
the walls as the 
other children count 
to seven with you. 
After the seventh 
time around, knock 
the walls down. Save 
Rahab and her family. 

• Act it out: Invite 
the children to act 
out the second half 
of the Bible story, 
where the priests 
march around the 
city one time for 
six days, then seven 
times on the seventh 
day. Include the 
blowing of trumpets 
and shouting. Set up 
blocks so that you 
can knock them down 
after the children 
shout. Keep block 
walls low so children 
will not be hurt by 
falling blocks.

times. The priests should blow the trumpets, and all the 
people should shout. Then the walls of Jericho will fall 
down.”

Joshua obeyed God. He commanded the people to 
carry the ark of the covenant and march around the city. 
The priests blew their trumpets. They marched around the 
city one time. The Israelites were very quiet so no one inside 
the city would know they were there. On the second day, 
they marched quietly around the city again. They did this 
every day for six days.

On the seventh day, the Israelites got up early and 
marched around the city seven times. When the priests 
blew their trumpets, Joshua said, “Shout, for the Lord 
has given you the city!” So the people shouted, and the 
wall fell down flat. The Israelites went into the city and 
captured it. They destroyed everything in the city, but the 
two spies kept Rahab and her family safe.

Christ Connection: By faith Rahab believed God would win 
the battle, and she asked the spies to keep her safe. When the 
Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family were safe and 
they joined God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and death. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and becomes part of God’s 
family forever.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God made the walls of Jericho fall down.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 

Welcome time
Play the theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers, and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Guide the preschoolers to draw a line connecting each 
object to its other half. 
SAY • Good job finding the other half of each object. In 

today’s Bible story we will hear about an amazing 
battle where God used trumpets to win for His 
people! We will also hear how God used a bright red 
rope to keep a woman and her family safe. God can 
do anything! 

Race to build towers
Form two groups of children in the block area. Encourage 
the preschoolers in each group to work together to build a 
tall tower. Consider using a timer and give the preschoolers 
different time increments to build in, such as one minute 
or thirty seconds. After each tower is built, encourage 
preschoolers to gently knock down the towers.  

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Divided” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• blocks
• timer (optional)
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SAY • Building towers from blocks with our friends is fun! 
Sometimes knocking a tower down is just as much 
fun as building it. In our Bible story today, Joshua 
led God’s people to walk around a city with tall walls, 
and guess what? The walls fell down, but Joshua and 
God’s people did not touch the walls to make them 
fall like we did. Listen to our Bible story to hear what 
happened.

Sort colors
Gather a variety of small objects such as pom-poms, 
feathers, beads, and small toys in a variety of bold colors, 
being sure to include red. Place the items in a bin. Provide 
small tongs for children to pick up an object from the bin  
and sort the objects by color in a muffin tin.
SAY • Isn’t it amazing how our eyes can see each of these 

colors? We’re able to sort these colors because they 
stand out from each other. In today’s Bible story, a 
woman hung a red ribbon in her window to keep her 
family safe. Listen for why in today’s Bible story. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Encourage the children to move quietly like spies as they 
move to the Bible study area.

• variety of bright 
colored objects 
such as pom-poms, 
feathers, beads, or 
small toys (Be sure 
to include red.)

• tongs
• muffin tin

• countdown video 
(optional)

7373Conquering the Land

© 2018 LifeWay



Introduce the Bible story
Place a red string at Joshua 2 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible. 
SAY • We know that the entire Bible is true. Everything in 

the Bible really happened a long time ago. Today’s 
story is in Joshua. Joshua is in the Old Testament. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • By faith Rahab believed God would win the battle, 

and she asked the spies to keep her safe. Joshua and 
the Israelites marched around Jericho just like God 
told them to do, and God made the walls of Jericho 
fall down. When the Israelites attacked Jericho, 
Rahab and her family were safe and they joined 
God’s people. Jesus has won against sin and death. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and becomes part 
of God’s family forever.

• red string 
• Bible 
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “The Battle of 

Jericho” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

Option: Point to 
Rahab on the 
“Genealogy of 
Christ” poster 
(005802967). 
Comment that 
Rahab was a part of 
Jesus’ family.  

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God made the walls of Jericho fall down.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 
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Practice the key passage 
Before the session, write each word of the key passage on 
a piece of masking tape on a block. Place the key passage 
marker at Deuteronomy 31:8. Invite a child to open your 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Say 
each word of the key passage as you stack the blocks to form 
a wall. Invite a preschooler to knock the wall down.
SAY • Rahab believed that God would win the battle, 

and God kept her family safe. God did not leave 
or abandon her family, and He will not leave or 
abandon us. Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and 
becomes part of God’s family forever.

Sing the key passage song, “Deuteronomy 31:8,” and the 
theme song, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question asks, How can we glorify 

God? We can glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him. The word glorify means to show how 
great God is. When we love and obey God, we show 
the world how amazing He is!  

Missions moment
SAY • Refugees are people who have to move 

to a new country because of hard things in their 
own country. God is using a man named Bennett 
Ekandem and his wife to help refugee families. They 
want everyone who comes to their center to hear the 
gospel and trust in Jesus. Watch this video.

Show the “I Have a Mission” video.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• blocks
• masking tape
• markers
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “I Have a Mission” 
video
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: The Battle of Jericho
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 2; 6
STORY POINT: God made the walls of Jericho fall down.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing the song, “Joshua Fought the 
Battle of Jericho.” If you are unfamiliar with the lyrics or 
tune, look up the song online before the session. Consider 
downloading an mp3 of the song to play in your class. 
SAY • This song says Joshua fought the battle of Jericho. 

That is correct, but God made the walls of Jericho 
fall down. There is no way the Israelites could have 
defeated Jericho on their own. God won the battle 
for His people. Jesus has won against sin and death. 
Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and becomes part 
of God’s family forever.

Spy a ball
Set three matching cups on a table. Place a ball under one 
cup. Encourage preschoolers to watch closely as you move 
the cups around. Stop moving the cups, and invite a child 
to guess which cup is hiding the ball. Lift each cup to reveal 
the ball’s location. Start out by moving the cups slowly. As 
preschoolers catch on, move the cups faster to add difficulty.
SAY • Was it hard to pick out which cup the ball was 

hidden under? In our Bible story, Rahab hid the 
Israelite spies on her roof so the king of Jericho 
could not find them. Rahab believed God would win 

• matching cups, 3
• small ball
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the battle, and she asked the spies to keep her safe. 
God made the walls of Jericho fall down, and the 
Israelites attacked Jericho. Rahab and her family were 
safe and they joined God’s people. Jesus has won 
against sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus is 
safe and becomes part of God’s family forever.

Find the spies
Choose a child to stand in a corner with her eyes closed 
while you hide two people figures together in the room. 
Invite the child to turn around and find the figures. Lead 
the rest of the group in saying hot or cold to indicate how 
close the child is to the figures. Choose another preschooler 
to find the spies and play again.  
SAY • Rahab lived in Jericho, but she had heard about God 

and wanted to help His people. She hid the spies on 
her roof so the king of Jericho could not find them. 
God made the walls of Jericho fall down. When 
the Israelites attacked Jericho, Rahab and her family 
were safe and they joined God’s people. Jesus has 
won against sin and death. Everyone who trusts in 
Jesus is safe and becomes part of God’s family forever.

Mix paint colors
Give each preschooler a foam plate. Squeeze a large blob of 
red paint on their plate. Add smaller blobs of white, yellow, 
and blue. Encourage preschoolers to observe what happens 
when they use a paintbrush to add red to their white, 
yellow, and blue paint. Invite preschoolers to use their paint 
to paint something from the Bible story.
SAY • Red sure does stand out, doesn’t it? Rahab tied a 

bright red rope in her window so the Israelites would 

• people figures, 2

• washable paint
• white paper
• paintbrushes
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know where she lived. Rahab believed God would 
win the battle, and she asked the spies to keep her safe. 
When God made the walls of Jericho fall down, 
Rahab and her family were safe. Jesus has won against 
sin and death. Everyone who trusts in Jesus is safe and 
becomes part of God’s family forever. 

Follow commands in a made-up 
language

Invite preschoolers to stand up. Explain that they must 
listen carefully to your commands and do exactly what you 
ask them to do. Surprise them by announcing you will be 
using a made-up language to give commands. 

Give a command in gibberish. Then demonstrate what 
you want them to do. If speaking gibberish is hard for you, 
use the gibberish commands below.

• Pmuj no eno toof. (Jump on one foot.)
• Poh pu dna nwod. (Hop up and down.)
• Hcuot ruoy eson. (Touch your nose.)
• Nips. (Spin.)
• Kcauq ekil kcud. (Quack like a duck.)
• Tap ruoy daeh. (Pat your head.)
• Hcram ni ecalp. (March in place.)

SAY • Earlier, we learned about refugees. Refugees are 
people who have had to move to a new country 
because their home country is unsafe. Many refugees 
face challenges in their new home too. Can you 
imagine living where you do not understand the 
language? God may bring refugees and people from 
other countries to where we live too. Be on the 
lookout this week for friends from other places and 
take a minute to share God’s love.

78 Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 2

© 2018 LifeWay



Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands, and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve graham crackers for snack. Challenge children 
to stand their graham crackers up like a wall. Remind 
preschoolers Jericho had strong walls on every side, but 
God made the walls of Jericho fall down. God was going 
to give His people the land He promised them.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. How many spies did Joshua send into the city of 
Jericho? (two)

2. How did Rahab help the spies? (She hid the spies on 
her roof so the king of Jericho could not find them.)

3. How many days did Joshua and the Israelites march 
around Jericho? (seven days)

4. How many times did Joshua and the Israelites march 
around Jericho on the seventh day? (seven times)

5. How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 
loving Him and obeying Him. 

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• graham crackers 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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